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reported to have spent £40,000 in the election.1 Some
boroughs, such as Shoreham, were practically open to the
highest bidder:2 other seats were sold or even leased to
members for a period of years. By 1761 the usual price for
a seat was £2,000, by 1801 the market price of a nomination
was £5,000 or £6,000, and a seat could be purchased for
£1,000, or even £1,800, per year. In 1767 nominations were
advertised for sale for the first time. Oldfield became
" a notable borough broker/'3
§ 4. Patron-
age.
Patronage
develops
slowly
complete.
This power of patronage had grown up very gradually,
and was not the product of the eighteenth century only,
though its development was accentuated during that time.
As early as the days of the Tudors patrons nominated to
boroughs; Edward VI nominated some of the members for
the new Cornish boroughs.4 Seats in Parliament were then
little valued; in fact, some boroughs regarded representation
as a burden rather than as a privilege, and as late as 1614
Minehead declined to send a member to Parliament.5 By
1685 Wharton had the power of returning thirty members.6
At the time of the Revolution Newcastle had influenced
the election of sixteen members of the Commons.7 Yet the
and is rarely number of boroughs absolutely under the control of patrons
was always small. Even of the boroughs with between
500 and 1,000 voters, none was controlled by the Govern-
ment, and none was under the power of one family.8 " There
were few places such as Old Sarum, which could in un-
qualified terms be put down as absolutely and irrevocably
under the command of one man, his heirs and assigns. In
most cases ' control' means merely a command so complete
that it required exceptional negligence or ill-luck on the
part of the owner to be deprived of it.. Still cases of that
kind did occur, and there was almost always cause for
anxiety/'9 Nor was there any peer with an overwhelming
1	Winstanley, Lord Chatham and Whig Opposition, pp. 212-16.
2	Newcastle and Election of 1734, p. 487,
a Porritt, op. cit., pp. 354-58.	Also Winstanley, op. cit.t pp. 221
and 213 n.
4 Courtney, op. cit. t p. v.	* Porritt, op, cit., p. 6.
s Morgan, op. cit., p. 53.	7 Porritt, op. cit., p. 309.
8 Namier, op. cit.t p. 128.	9 Nanjier, op. cit.t p. 165.

